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THE NATURE OF ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES 
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Annotation. It is considered about the English language for Specific Purposes in this article.

English for specific purposes is an exciting movement in English language education that is 
opening up rich opportunities for English and researchers in new professional domains. The ESP 
that is primarily taught or researched consists of spoken and written discourse in academic and 
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workplace settings, which is unfamiliar to most native and nonnative speakers and thus requires 
special training. Specific-purposes English included not only knowledge of a specific part of the 
English language, but also competency in the skills required to use this language, as well as suffi-
cient understanding of the context within which it is situated. Although the name can be misleading, 
ESP does not refer to English or English language education for any specific purposes. All educa-
tion exists for specific purposes, but only English education for highly specialized purposes, which 
require training beyond that normally received in Grades or ESL classroom. [1, 12] 

English that is commonly known by the average native or nonnative speaker is called English 
for General Purposes (EGP). General-Purposes English comprises the common core of English that 
is shared by most of its speakers. Learning General-Purposes English typically begins at home for 
native speakers and in the ESL classroom for nonnative speakers. When, EGP is presented as a lin-
guistic system to a wide range of learners for application in the most general of potential circum-
stances, whereas ESP is taught as a tailor-made language package to specific communities of lear-
ners with highly specialized language needs.

As ESP professionals, we must be prepared to find out how language is used in real world si-
tuations and teach that language. Knowledge of discourse and genre analysis is crucial for us. We 
must be ready to develop courses that teach authentic language from many different fields, based on 
accurate needs analysis and appropriate materials and methodologies. We must acknowledge the 
fact that much of the language that our students need will not be found in any course books or pre-
packaged materials; therefore, we must be willing and able to prepare our own. Naturally, to prepa-
re ourselves to do all of this, we must take advantage of training and professional development 
opportunities in ESP, and we should rely on the expertise of more experienced colleagues. [2, 64] 

An ESP teacher is typically one who has experience in teaching English as a second or third 
language. Thus, he or she can exploit his/her background knowledge and adapt teaching skills he 
has already learned to conduct the ESP class. An important note is that the teacher needs to look 
content specialists for help in designing and conducting the class appropriately.

To design a syllabus with realistic goals and arranging conditions for checking and evaluating 
students’ achievements. One of the goals and objectives will be choosing and later evaluating 
appropriate and relevant language skills.  

After setting goals and objectives, the aims should be transformed into an instructional 
program with the timing of activities. Selecting, designing and organizing course materials as well 
as providing relevant language skills and elements are of great importance in this course. 

Teacher has to take advantage of somebody’s skills for communication and mediation in order 
to create a learning environment. The teachers have to transfer their skills to their students to enrich 
the learning environment. In order to do so, teachers should listen carefully to the students, give 
them feedback, support them, build the learner’s self-confidence to communicate, focus much more 
on the language skills they need. Teacher should evaluate students to identify their problems and 
find solutions to them. As a result, on the basis of evaluation, teacher shows them the right way so 
as to progress.

ESP is English instruction based on actual and immediate needs of learners who have to suc-
cessfully perform real-life tasks unrelated to merely passing an English class or exam. ESP is needs 
based and task oriented. Teaching ESP is demanding, time consuming, and different for every 
group of students. ESP is a challenge for all who teach it, and it offers virtually unlimited opportu-
nities for professional growth.

Different approaches to needs analysis attempt to meet the needs of the learners in the process 
of learning a second language. Not a single approach to needs analysis can be a reliable indicator of 
what is needed to enhance learning. A modern and comprehensive concept of needs analysis is pro-
posed by Dudley-Evans and St. John, which encompasses all the above-mentioned approaches. [5, 
95] Their current concept of needs analysis includes the following:

- Environmental situation – information about the situation in which the course will be run; 
- Personal information about learners – factors which may affect the way they learn; 
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- Language information about learners – what their current skills and language use are; 
- Learner’s lacks;  
- Learner’s needs from course – what is wanted from the course; 
- Language learning needs – effective ways of learning the skills and language determined by 

lacks; 
- Professional information about learners – the tasks and activities English learners will be 

using English for; 
- How to communicate in the target situation – knowledge of how language and skills are 

used in the target situation. 
All the works done in ESP have sought to promote the communicative nature of language tea-

ching, because starting with register analysis, ESP teachers have been very concerned with the 
needs of students as they used the language, rather than language.
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