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Аңдатпа 

Мақалада мәселенің тарихына қысқаша шолу жасалады, қазіргі кезеңде геймификацияның 
өсіп келе жатқан танымалдылығының себептері талқыланады, сонымен қатар оны қолданудың 
негізгі принциптері мен әдістері қарастырылады, оқыту ойындарының мысалдары келтірілген. 
Авторлар жоғары оқу орындарында шет тілдерін оқыту процесінде геймификацияны қолданудың 
негізгі принциптері мен практикалық тәсілдерін сипаттайды. Бұл технология студенттердің 
мотивациясын арттыру мақсатында мазмұнды, ойын элементтерін және педагогикалық әдіс–
терді біріктіреді. Бұл тәсіл геймификацияны әртүрлі жас топтары үшін, білім беру процесінің 
әртүрлі кезеңдерінде және әртүрлі іс–шаралар шеңберінде тиімді қолдануға болатын 
инновациялық педагогикалық технология ретінде қарастыруға мүмкіндік береді. 

Түйінді сөздер: геймификация, ойын практикасы, ақпараттық–коммуникациялық 
технологиялар, шет тілі, оқыту бағдарламалары. 

 

Аннотация 
В статье представлен краткий обзор истории вопроса, обсуждаются причины растущей 

популярности геймификации на современном этапе, а также рассматриваются основные 
принципы и методы её применения, приводятся примеры обучающих игр. Авторы описывают 
ключевые принципы и практические подходы к использованию геймификации в процессе обучения 
иностранным языкам в высших учебных заведениях. Эта технология сочетает в себе контент, 
игровые элементы и педагогические методики с целью повышения мотивации студентов. Такой 
подход позволяет рассматривать геймификацию как инновационную педагогическую технологию, 
которая может эффективно применяться для различных возрастных групп, на разных этапах 
образовательного процесса и в рамках различных видов деятельности. 

Ключевые слова:геймификация, игровые практики, информационно–коммуникационные 
технологии, иностранный язык, обучающие программы. 

 

Аbstract 
The article presents a brief overview of the history of the issue, discusses the reasons for the 

growing popularity of gamification at the present stage, as well as considers the main principles and methods 
of its application, provides examples of educational games. The authors describe the key principles and 
practical approaches to the use of gamification in the process of teaching foreign languages in higher 
education institutions. This technology combines content, game elements and pedagogical techniques in 
order to increase student motivation. This approach allows us to consider gamification as an innovative 
pedagogical technology that can be effectively applied for different age groups, at different stages of the 
educational process and within different types of activities. 

Key words:gamification, game practices, information and communication technologies, foreign 
language, training programs. 

 

With the growing importance of the English language in a global context, its 
teaching has become one of the main tasks of higher education institutions. However, 
traditional teaching methods often do not provide adequate motivation and engagement for 
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students. Gamification offers an alternative approach by integrating game elements into 
the educational process, thereby creating a more supportive and inspiring learning 
environment. Modern researchers consider gamification as a mechanism for increasing 
business efficiency and a tool for motivating employees [1]. It is also considered as a 
means of activating work processes, academic and professional activities, as well as a 
method of organizing the educational process and creating a favorable psychological 
environment. 

Other researchers call gamification an innovative strategy, describing it as a «new 
concept in education» [2], while others identify it as a global trend [3, 4] in the development 
of education and society as a whole. 

In the database of the Scientific Electronic Library (https://elibrary.ru /) in less than 
two decades, more than a thousand articles on the topic of gamification have been 
registered. 

The presented data is very eloquent and clearly demonstrates the exceptional 
popularity and high relevance of the chosen topic. 

The novelty of this article lies in examining the principles and practical methods of 
applying gamification in foreign language instruction at the higher education level. The 
authors reveal the reasons for the popularity of gamification, its fundamental principles and 
methods of application, give examples of educational games and propose pedagogical 
conditions for their effective use in foreign language classes. 

The authors analyzed the psychological and pedagogical literature, as well as the 
latest domestic and international studies relevant to the research problem. The study is 
based on the system approach, which allows a comprehensive review of the research 
object through its constituent components and their interrelationships. The methodological 
basis of the research is based on general didactic principles, as well as on the main 
provisions of communicative, interactive and activity approaches to teaching a foreign 
language. Both general scientific and more specific methods, including modelling of the 
educational environment and probabilistic forecasting of learning outcomes, were used in 
the course of the research. 

In our opinion, the growing popularity of the gamified approach at the present stage 
is due to a number of factors. Firstly, in the current conditions of digitalization of society, it 
is obvious that a significant part of the population and, primarily, young people are 
attached to computers, smartphones and other gadgets, which sometimes develops into 
addiction. In recent years, we hear more and more often that the modern ‘generation Y’ or 
Z, as it is also called, poses new challenges to society. In this regard, it is obvious that 
educators are keen to put the young generation's love of computer games at the service of 
education 

Secondly, we cannot ignore psychological factors, which, quite possibly, may be of 
paramount importance. A game is traditionally perceived as a psychologically comfortable 
form of learning activity that promotes the development of interest and personal 
involvement in the learning process. 

In addition, the introduction of gamification in the educational process is designed to 
eliminate the contradiction between traditional methods and means of education, on the 
one hand, and the new educational paradigm, on the other. Transition to the competence–
based model of education, increase in the volume and importance of independent work 
and at the same time rethinking the role and functions of the teacher – the key directions 
of reforming the education system – are in perfect harmony with the application of 
gamification. After all, educational games presuppose, first of all, the possibility of 
independent problem solving. In this case, the role of the teacher changes dramatically: 
he/she turns into an instructor, whose main task is to formulate and, if necessary, explain 
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the rules of the game, as well as to stimulate the participants, encouraging them to 
achieve the goal. 

However, we should not forget that gamification is not a game for game's sake, but 
a pedagogical technology that serves a specific educational purpose. In other words, 
gamification should be used to realize «professional rather than recreational goals» [5, 
136]. 

Let us consider the use of gamification in foreign language learning by analyzing the 
most popular programs and applications. Although gamification technology is not 
considered a mandatory method for learning English, numerous online resources and 
applications based on this approach have been developed in recent years. Below is a list 
with brief descriptions of some of these tools. While there are many applications suitable 
for gamification, the listed services are particularly well–suited for teaching and learning 
foreign languages. 

Zondle is a game–based educational platform built on gamification principles. It 

allows teachers to create quizzes and significantly expand the amount of learning material. 
Students can learn a language while playing games. Many educators use this program as 
a tool to motivate students. Zondle is ideal for homework and practice. The platform 
includes a progress tracking system, along with features like avatars, leaderboards, and 
an in–game currency called Zollars, which increases or decreases depending on the 
responses to quizzes and assignments. Students can access Zondle through web 

browsers, smartphones, and tablets. 
Memrise is an online service and mobile application designed for learning foreign 

words. The content on the platform is user–generated. It can be used to learn not only 
words but also formulas, terms, country capitals, and more. However, Memrise is primarily 

used for studying foreign languages. 
Play Brighter is a platform that allows you to create your own online learning 

environment tailored to your preferences and needs. Educators can customize the learning 
setting for students, design missions, and assign them a specific value in points. 

The World Peace Game. This program is also based on the concept of a game. It 
immerses players in a political simulation, giving them the opportunity to explore and 
establish new connections in a community that is suffering from significant social, 
economic, and environmental crises, as well as being on the brink of an inevitable war. 
The main objective for the player is to overcome all these challenges through «live–action 
role–playing» [6]. 

The application of gamification, like any other pedagogical technology, should be 
based on the implementation of key didactic principles, as well as on the peculiarities of 
studying a particular discipline. In the case of foreign language, this technology allows 
combining the principles of activity–based and interactive learning within the broad 
framework of the competence–based approach (see Table 1). 

 

Table 1.– Principles of gamification application 

Competency–based approach 

Integrative approach Activity–based approach 

General didactic principles 

Goal–setting principle Systemic principle Accessibility principle 

Specific principles 

Integrative 
interaction 

Modeling 
reality 

Results predicting 
 

 

It is necessary to specify the following main pedagogical conditions of effective 
application of gamification: 
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– setting tasks and scenario development taking into account the level of training, 
personal and professional interests, age and/or individual characteristics of students; 

– proper organization of game–based learning activities of students, in the process 
of which there is activation and/or systematization of the studied material; 

– flexibility of the model, allowing to integrate this technology within the framework 
of different types of classes and forms of training; 

– step–by–step work on the formation of relevant competencies during the 
performance of specific tasks; 

– sufficiently high level of information and communication competence of both 
teachers and students. 

Thus, the model of effective application of gamification in teaching foreign 
languages can be presented in the form of a general scheme (Table 2). The proposed 
scheme illustrates a set of factors contributing to the effectiveness of gamification 
application. Practical realization of this model can be carried out in different ways. 

 

Table 2.– Model of effective application of gamification 

Goal: formation of 
discursive competence 

 

Practical tasks: 

(introduction of new material, activation of the studied material, its consolidation, knowledge 
control, etc.) 

Approaches: 

– interactive; 
– activity–oriented 
–professional–oriented 
– personality–oriented; 
– communicative 

Principles: 

– systematic; 
– goal–oriented 
– accessible: 
– professional orientation; 
– interdisciplinary; 
– problem–oriented 

 

gamification 

  

Teaching tools: 
– ICT; 

–electronic educational resources; 
– multimedia training program; 

– computer game 

Forms of teaching: 
– classroom work; 

–team work 
; – individual work;  

–extracurricular work; 
– independent training 

 

Application of gamification technology has a number of advantages, the main of 
which, in our opinion, is that one educational game can be used in the course of teaching 
different disciplines, at different stages of education and at different levels of education. 
This technology is flexible enough and allows to adapt it to specific educational goals and 
objectives, to the age peculiarities or professional interests of students. 

In conclusion, we would like to note that, like any pedagogical technology or 
teaching method, gamification has its own peculiarities, advantages and limitations. To 
make its application in the educational process effective, it is necessary, first of all, to 
observe the principles of general didactics and methodology of teaching foreign 
languages. After all, the use of innovativeapproaches aim not to overthrow the classical 
foundations of pedagogy, but, on the contrary, to complement and improve them. A well–
designed and properly organized learning game can become a rather universal tool in the 
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hands of an experienced teacher, allowing him to combine traditional approaches and 
innovative methods with modern technical means of teaching. 
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